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WJH Strategic Plan
Mission Statement
Warriors Journey Home provides healing for the invisible wounds of the heart and
soul of veterans, their families - our strong hearts - and community. We meet in safe,
non-medical and non-judgemental circles that honor all beliefs, embrace intersect-
ing cultures and respect the unique experience of each warrior. We acknowledge
their journey through a process of listening, speaking and healing. Our goal is to
support each warrior  and their families, find his or her new place in the community
where they live.

Our veterans, families, volunteers and employees, all valued members of Warriors
Journey Home, are treated with dignity and inspired to carry our mission of healing
to additional communities across the United States.

Vision Statement
Warriors Journey Home is committed to healing the invisible heart and soul wound
of veterans and their families in communities across the United States.

Warriors Journey Home Core Competency
is the way we create sacred, trusted space to listen, speak and heal the warrior’s in-
visible heart and soul wounds and to empower veterans and family to find a new
place in the community.

Warriors Journey Home is dedicated to service and the
changing needs of our markets.

M a r k  y o u r
c a l e n d a r s !

2018
WJH GALA

March 7th

Upcoming
Dates

December 15th
Full Board

and
Executive Board Meeting
United Presbyterian Church

2819 Hudson Dr.
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221

For more information about the Gala, or to find WJH Healing Circle dates and locations go to
www.warriorsjourneyhome.org, or email warriorsjourneyhome@gmail.com

2018 Viet Nam Healing
& Reconciliation Tour

September 27th - October 14th
Contact John Schluep for information



We were well situated for the Baltimore
UCC General Synod. Our right flank was
anchored by Karen, a seventeen-year
veteran of the US Navy Seabees, who
had seen combat, and who wished to
join our Berea Circle back home. I would
often make a second run (by request) up
the hill to McDonald’s to get coffee for
her most mornings, and found that Balti-
more can get pretty creepy after 7AM
once you stray from the Inner Harbor
area. But I was the Marine for the mis-
sion, and came through it unharmed.
Our left flank was anchored by the US
Army Chaplain Recruiters, and theirs was
anchored by the US Navy, and theirs by
the US Air Force. We recognized one of
the Air Force Chaplains from the Cleve-
land Synod two years before, and we
were pleased to renew our friendship
with her.

I would get in early every morning and
smudge our entire area with White Sage
and Cedar, from Karen’s booth, through
all of the Recruiter’s, and back to us.
Then I would set the altar with things that
I had brought from home, like Sweet-
grass and Sage from the Smudge kit, my
Celtic Torque and Isle of Lewis Chess-
men, and an inert .50 caliber round. To
these I would add items that I had ac-
quired in Baltimore at the Synod, like

fresh Lavender sprigs, a soap stone
prayer circle candle holder, hand carved
in Kenya, and some items of hand carved
Olive Wood from Palestine, including the
“Praying Hands” statue.

I, like many people, was originally
creeped out by the famous image. But I
remember sitting on the lap of one of my
first babysitters, my beloved “Aunt Eu-
nice”, who had the statue, carved in mar-
ble, on the side table by her big
overstuffed chair where she would read
stories to me. She explained the story of
the legend of the praying hands to me,
and I have loved the image ever since.
The legend goes that two poor brothers
made a pact, and flipped a coin. The win-
ner of the toss would go to art school,
the loser would go into the mines and
work for four years to finance the other’s
art education. The brother who won the
toss became a sensation at the art
school, and soon won great wealth and
fame. When he came home to great ac-
colades, he offered to return the favor,
and now pay for his beloved brother to
go to art school. The brother, in tears, ex-
plained that the four years in the mines
had wrecked his hands, every bone had
been smashed and his arthritis was so se-
vere that he could not hold a glass to re-
turn his brother’s toast. The artist, in

tribute to sacrifice, sketched his brother’s
mangled hands in an attitude of prayer. I
see a similar theme at work in the mis-
sion of Warriors Journey Home. We ad-
dress the cost that was paid by the
“Brother” who sacrificed himself, so the
other could be free to pursue art.

One of the first people that we met was
a big red-headed bear of a man with a
guitar slung across his back, he intro-
duced himself as a retired UCC Army
Chaplain, and said that he could identify
with our ministry, he had seen PTSD “Up
close and personal”. He was one of the
musicians who would entertain the
crowds by playing jam sessions in the
lobby. He asked us to help him pass out
his stickers which advertised his music
ministry, “Hope” at retiredarmychap-
lain.com.

The Palestinian guy, who ran the shop
with the Middle Eastern wares, and I had
an interesting relationship. Initially we
fired shots across each other’s bow, then
we had some frank and honest dialogue
about the hard and ugly reality about the
Middle East. When I spoke my truth and
named names, and I won his respect.
After that, he would ask me to watch his
store for him when he went out to
smoke, or to pray. When some Palestin-

spotlight
Baltimore
Andrew Mull, Board Member



For more information about the Gala,
or to find WJH Healing Circle
dates and locations go to

www.warriorsjourneyhome.org
or email

warriorsjourneyhome@gmail.com

Intro and
Welcome

John Schluep

Carol brings experience and skills
that will benefit our work together
to bring healing and wellness. As
our Administrative Assistant she will
be collecting data, information and
disseminating necessary announce-
ments, information and coordinat-
ing various committees.

So here is how we can help Carol
help us: Communicate with your
scheduled meetings, times, loca-
tions and dates.

Email Carol at: 
cgodard@prism-health.com

ian friends came in to visit him and
brought him some delicacies from back
home, he shared his food with me. At the
end of the Synod, he gave me a gift, to
add to the items that I had purchased
from him- a hand carved Crusader Cross,
to honor the sacrifice that my ancestors
had made in his land in the Third Cru-
sade, when our forefathers had crossed
swords.

I also met and befriended the guy who
was there representing Wounded War-
rior. He was a Native American, Army
vet, who wanted to know the specifics of
our use of Native American Rituals. We
talked at length, and he shared that he
had gone through many Sweat Lodges,
and had received much counseling and
prayer from his Tribal Medicine Practi-
tioners, when he first came home from
war. He approved of our ministry, and
our use of some of their “Folk Wisdom”,
and he would always wave to me when
he passed by our table.

Out in town, Gary and Susan, and Liz and
I went to dinner at the Maiwand Grill
“Authentic Taste of Afghanistan” restau-
rant. We enjoyed an excellent meal, and
hopefully gained culinary experience
that would help us find common ground
with the incoming Afghanistan Veterans
who are entering our ministry. On an-
other day, Gary manned the table alone
for a few hours and Liz and I bought a
ticket for the Historic Ships Tour in Balti-
more Harbor. The Flagship of the His-
toric Fleet is the USS Constellation, and
while I was following the Tour Guide (in
period uniform and speech) on his tour
of the ship, Liz discovered that my
cousin, Admiral Colby M. Chester, had
served two tours in command of the
ship, including its final “Swan Song”
world tour as a Training Vessel for the US
Naval Academy. After learning this, I had

to revisit the Captain’s Quarters and ex-
plore it in depth (without the elementary
school tour) while my DNA sang. An-
other day, my friend and fellow Beirut
Scout/Sniper, Tommy Rutter, came in
from his home in the suburbs and met us
for lunch at the excellent waterside Irish
restaurant, “Tir Nan Og”. It was good to
get an extra visit with him, outside of our
yearly meeting at the Beirut
Memorial/Reunion held annually at
Camp Lejeune NC. This time he brought
his teenage daughter and her mother,
whom I had never had the pleasure of
meeting before.

At our table in the Synod Exhibit Hall I
got a chance to talk with many people
who stopped by our table, a number of
them bought books, and gave us their
cards. I got a strong impression that the
ground had been laid previously, and
many of them had seen John’s presenta-
tion two years ago in Cleveland. They
have heard the word, they have seen the
need in their own communities, and they
want to get something started. Some ex-
pressed a desire to attend leadership
training and start a Circle, and one Psy-
chologist from the San Antonio area said
that they have a Veterans Benefits Fair,
that draws from multiple military bases
in the region, and she desired us to man
a table, like we did at Synod, there.

In my discussions, I often used the anal-
ogy of how AA eventually reached the
point where they grew from “Dr. Bob’s
Circle”, to a nationwide ministry. Recog-
nizing that, like AA, we are addressing a
nationwide problem, that has not been
effectively addressed by other con-
cerned entities. Many people that I
spoke with, affirmed the desire to see
Warriors Journey Home become as
widespread as AA.

Please welcome
Carol Goddard

of “Prism” to our board
and organization



• Application was made for a presenta-
tion at the Thanatology Conference in
Pittsburgh PA April 25-28, 2018

• August 24th attended the NAMI
awards banquet in Wooster, Ohio

• Met Ed Casey of Prism Introduced
Carol Goddard, now our Administrative
Assistant

• Met Iraq/Afghanistan veterans at Life
Center Plus to describe our WJH model

• Met with BVU (Kim) to re-connect and
solicit advice. Invited to “Speed Recruit-
ing” & “The Dr. Is In” explained goals

and objectives: Budget - have one
budget for operations and program.
Succession Plan. Strategic Planning.
Board Development.

• Worked with two veterans at Camp
Wanake - Sweat Lodge.

• Presentation in Sandusky, OH at UCC
Church. Peace and Justice Committee.
The Church would provide meeting
space and Jeffrey Rhodes has attended
the training in April for Facilitators

• Attended Summit County Valor Court

• Met with Dr. Patrick Palmeria, Dr. Joe

Varley, Dr. David Hammer for the instru-
ment for research

• Conducted a healing Circle with
Iraq/Afghanistan veterans at Ohio Vet-
eran’s Memorial Park, Clinton, Ohio
(Vets were VA treatment) They re-
quested a Sweat Lodge.

• Met with Marc Lerec Web Page

• BVU Speed Recruiting

• Grand Rounds Summa Health

• Afghan/ Iraq veterans Sweat Lodge

P.O. Box 67121
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44222

Founder’s Report October, 2017

For more information about the Gala,
or to find WJH Healing Circle
dates and locations go to

www.warriorsjourneyhome.org
or email

warriorsjourneyhome@gmail.com

Future Plans
• December 22 “Christmas Truce” Medina, OH
• Facilitator Training January 4-7, 2018 Cuyahoga Falls (pending)
• March 7, 2018 Gala
• April 20, 2018 MCMF Report Due
• Organize Viet Nam 2018 Healing the Heart & Restoring the Soul
September 30 - October 14, 2018


